The Honorable John Thune
Senate Majority Leader
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

September 2, 2025
Dear Senate Majority Leader Thune:

On behalf of a broad coalition of national, regional, and international traffic safety organizations, we
write in strong support of the She Develops Regulations in Vehicle Equality and Safety (She DRIVES)
Act (S.161). We commend the bipartisan efforts in introducing and unanimously advancing the
legislation through the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, and urge you to bring
S. 161 to the Senate floor for consideration as soon as possible.

Right now, despite general technological advancements in auto safety, women are at a higher risk of
extremity injury and death than men in the same car crash'. The most recent data show that over 30
women are killed in collisions every day?. In addition to the devastating human toll, these injuries and
deaths have significant economic consequences.

In 2023, crash fatalities cost nearly $79.8 billion in wage loss, medical expenses, administrative
expenses, vehicle damage, and employers’ uninsured costs®. 146,122 women were hospitalized the
same year for car crash injuries — requiring $11.3 billion in medical fees, and $3.72 billion and $22.9
billion in productivity and quality of life losses, respectively*. Securing women'’s safety in vehicles is
urgent, economical, and life-saving.

The She DRIVES Act would help do just that. Currently, the Department of Transportation’s (DOT)
taxpayer-funded safety programs use outdated female dummies to represent women. Further, the
New Car Assessment Program (NCAP) does not test any female dummy in the driver’s seat for the
most fatal crash types®. Among its critical safety advancements, S. 161 would mandate that new
vehicles be safety tested by the DOT with accurate and advanced female crash dummy technology
equally as male.

In late May, President Donald Trump and Department of Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy
released the DOT'’s Fiscal Year 2026 Budget Request. In their listed priorities, they asked Congress
specifically to fund improvements to the nation’s car safety testing standards, including the
incorporation of the most advanced female crash test dummy available — the THOR 5th®. The
undersigned are grateful to have the support of President Trump and his Administration on the issue.

However, budget requests are not binding. NHTSA needs specific Congressional direction to
mandate the adoption of THOR 5th, as well as to clarify that the advanced female dummy will be
tested in the driver’s seat equally as the male, not just in the passenger and rear.
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It is crucial that the She DRIVES Act is passed through Congress and signed into law by President
Trump as soon as possible.

We, together, urge you to help protect American women and girls by bringing the bipartisan She
DRIVES Act to the Senate floor for consideration.

Thank you.s

Sincerely,
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cc: Members of the U.S. Senate



