June 25, 2025

The Honorable Gus Bilirakis, Chairman

The Honorable Jan Schakowsky, Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Commerce, Manufacturing, and Trade
United States House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Bilirakis and Ranking Member Schakowsky:

In advance of tomorrow’s Commerce, Manufacturing, and Trade Subcommittee hearing titled Looking
Under The Hood: The State Of NHTSA And Motor Vehicle Safety, Drive Action Fund submits this
letter urging the Subcommittee to prioritize adopting advanced female crash test dummy technology
into the New Car Assessment Program (NCAP) and Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards
(FMVSS). On Monday, the Associated Press, the Washington Post, and ABC News published articles
on this critical, fatal issue. Drive Action Fund respectfully requests this letter and the Associated Press
story, “Women Face More Injury Risks in Car Crashes”, be entered into the hearing record.

While we at Drive Action Fund are grateful that the Subcommittee is holding this hearing on “looking
under the hood,” it is imperative that we also look inside the car to effectively evaluate the nation’s
motor vehicle safety standards. Studies show that because American cars are safety tested and
designed without an accurate female crash test dummy, women are significantly more likely to be
injured and killed than men in the same collision. In 2013, the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) found the collision fatality risk for women to be 17% higher than for men.
Similarly, a 2019 study by the University of Virginia’s Center for Applied Biomechanics (CAB) found
that women are 73% more likely to be severely injured than men in the same crash.

In addition to the devastating human toll, these injuries and deaths have significant economic
consequences. In 2023, crash fatalities cost nearly $79.8 billion in wage loss, medical and
administrative expenses, vehicle damage, and employers’ uninsured costs. The same year, 146,122
women were hospitalized for car crash injuries — requiring $11.3 billion in medical costs, and $3.72
billion and $22.9 billion in productivity and quality of life losses, respectively.

To resolve this lethal vehicle safety testing deficiency, Congress must pass legislation with regulatory
deadlines and a requirement that female dummies are tested in the driver's seat, equally as male.

Fortunately, in January, Senators Fischer (R-NE), Murray (D-WA), Blackburn (R-TN), and Duckworth
(D-IL) introduced the bipartisan She Develops Requlations in Vehicle Equality and Safety (She
DRIVES) Act (S.161), which would require that all new vehicles are safety tested with the most
advanced female crash test dummy available, the THOR 5F, in the driver’s seat. The Senate
Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee advanced the legislation unanimously in
February. Major safety organizations, including Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD), the National
Safety Council (NSC), Families for Safe Streets, and others, have endorsed the legislation (see
attached list of supporters below).

In May, President Trump’s Fiscal Year 2026 NHTSA Budget Estimates asked specifically for funding
to adopt the advanced THOR 5F female dummy. While we are grateful for President Trump and his
Administration’s support, a budget request is insufficient to mandate change. Historically, major



https://apnews.com/article/nhtsa-female-crash-dummies-vehicle-safety-tests-ff29ea47e58f2325ddbe6c7930748d63
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2025/06/23/nhtsa-female-crash-dummies-vehicle-safety-tests/f83b31a8-4fe7-11f0-baaa-ba1025f321a8_story.html
https://abcnews.go.com/Technology/wireStory/crash-dummies-car-safety-tests-modeled-after-men-123108987
https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/811766.pdf
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222446/
https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/Publication/813705
https://injuryfacts.nsc.org/all-injuries/costs/guide-to-calculating-costs/data-details/
https://wisqars.cdc.gov/cost/?y=2023&o=HOSP&i=0&m=3000&g=00&s=2&u=TOTAL&u=AVG&t=COMBO&t=MED&t=LIFE&t=WORK&a=5Yr&g1=0&g2=199&a1=0&a2=199&r1=MECH&r2=INTENT&r3=NONE&r4=NONE
https://wisqars.cdc.gov/cost/?y=2023&o=HOSP&i=0&m=3000&g=00&s=2&u=TOTAL&u=AVG&t=COMBO&t=MED&t=LIFE&t=WORK&a=5Yr&g1=0&g2=199&a1=0&a2=199&r1=MECH&r2=INTENT&r3=NONE&r4=NONE
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/161
https://www.driveactionfund.org/_files/ugd/92cf35_59753069c68b415bb7e11dec18d76da5.pdf
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/2025-05/NHTSA_FY_2026_Budget_Estimates_CJ.pdf

advancements in auto safety, whether standards requiring seatbelts, airbags, or rearview cameras,
have required the enactment of legislation.

We are encouraged by your previous leadership on this life-and-death issue. In 2021, Subcommittee
Chairman Bilirakis introduced the bipartisan Furthering Advanced and Inclusive Research for Crash
Tests Act (FAIR Crash Tests Act), which prompted the Government Accountability Office to issue a
report in March, 2023 titled Vehicle Safety: DOT Should Take Additional Actions to Improve the
Information Obtained from Crash Test Dummies. In February 2022, Ranking Member Schakowsky
sent a letter to then-Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg urging him to take action on ending the
fatal disparity.

We strongly request that the House of Representatives, under this Subcommittee’s leadership,
introduce a bipartisan companion bill to the She DRIVES Act and support its passage through
Congress. We look forward to working with members of the Subcommittee to pass this effective
legislation ensuring NHTSA action and to achieve life-saving protection for women and girls.

Sincerely,

MAL

Maria Weston Kuhn
Drive Action Fund, President

cc: Members of the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Energy and Commerce

She Develops Regulations in Vehicle Equality and Safety (She DRIVES) Act (S.161) Supporters:
Joan Claybrook

Former Administrator

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

Families for Safe Streets

FIA Foundation

Midwest Center for Traffic Safety

Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD)

National Association of Women Highway Safety Leaders
National Organization for Youth Safety (NOYS)

National Safety Council

Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD)

Vision Zero Youth Council


https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/4255/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/4255/text
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-23-105595
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-23-105595
https://schakowsky.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/schakowsky-evo.house.gov/files/Signed%20-%20Female%20Crash%20Test%20Dummies%20Letter%20to%20DOT.pdf

